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RESTORE LANDOWNER LIABILITY PROTECTIONS: 

INCREASE FREE PUBLIC ACCESS TO LAND 

FOR RECREATION, CONSERVATION AND EDUCATION  

Support HB 6072 (Fritchey)

For more than 40 years, the Recreational Use of Land and Water Areas Act protected landowners from liability when they allowed the public free access to their land for recreation, conservation and educational purposes.  The Act was a key incentive for private landowners, land trusts, corporations and public agencies to provide more land for hiking, biking, fishing, bird-watching, restoration activities, and all other forms of outdoor recreation and conservation.           

In 2005, the Act was amended to only cover landowners that offered their land to individuals and the public for hunting and recreational shooting.  It eliminated coverage for landowners who opened their property to the public for all other recreational and conservation activities.  As a result, landowners are beginning to restrict or eliminate public access to their property.    

· Private land trusts and individuals may restrict or close public access to beautiful natural areas for nature walks, bird watching, and educational programs for children.

· Recreational activities which require unique environments may no longer be available within Illinois.
· Trails which cross private land may no longer be accessible for thousands of hikers, bicycle riders, snowmobilers and equestrians;

· Illinois State Parks will be overburdened as fewer alternatives for outdoor recreation will be available to the public. 

Recreational Land Use

Support HB 6072 to amend the Recreational Use of Land and Water Areas Act to increase land available for recreation by offering liability protection for landowners:
· Reinstate protection for landowners who open their land to the public for recreation and conservation purposes

· Retain the protections for landowners who open their land to individuals for hunting and recreational shooting gained through the legislation in 2005. (Public Act 94-0625.)

HB 6072 will increase land available for recreation to Illinois residents at no cost to the State.
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