A PUBLICATION OF OPENLANDS
VOLUME 23–No. 1, SPRING 2018

With rain and snow, through wetlands
and over farmland, and in rivers
flowing towards the Great Lakes and the Mississippi,
water moves across our region. As it moves,
water interacts with humans at every scale.

Wetland

At the most basic level, we need clean water to survive— we need it
to drink, to grow our food, to raise healthy families. It is vital to lives and
to our economy, and in poll after poll, we say that we understand
that clean water is essential.
Yet we still fail to invest in solutions at a scale that truly protects us. All too often, water is only an
afterthought until it floods our basements, backs up in sewers, passes through lead pipes, or mixes with
pollution and pesticides, all creating chaotic disruptions, billions of dollars in economic damage, and
serious threats to public health.
We can do better.
To care for this precious resource, we need a holistic approach on the regional scale, one that convenes
scientists and engineers, businesses and communities, policymakers, residents, and advocates, and
everyone in between to ensure the health of our water. For more than 50 years, Openlands has been the
region’s voice for conservation, advocating for clean water, healthy communities, and natural lands.
In 2017 Openlands

Our solution starts by keeping water clean at the source: from McHenry County to Will County, we
authored Headwater
prioritize restoration and protection of wetlands, groundwater sources, and headwater streams. Wetlands Streams of the Chicago
are among the most productive ecosystems in the world, harboring life and removing pollutants as
Wilderness Region:
water passes through the many plants and roots. Headwater streams are unassuming waterways flowing
Status and
Recommendations
through our backyards, parks, farms, and neighborhoods that slowly merge into the larger rivers which
to inspire widespread
define our landscapes. And most communities in the U.S. drink from groundwater. Keeping these sources
interest in protecting
clean is essential, and while restoration ecology is a young science, it is informed by rigorous data,
and restoring our
showing us which sites hold potential for high quality restoration even in the face of a changing climate.
region’s headwaters.

In urban areas, one of the most pressing needs is finding a way to reduce local flooding. Through
our Space to Grow partnership, Openlands helps transform underutilized Chicago schoolyards into
lush gardens and engaging outdoor classrooms. The new schoolyards store hundreds of thousands
of gallons of stormwater leading to less flooding in basements and streets, and ultimately less
pollution and sewage discharged into our water.

In 2018, Space to Grow
will transform
six schoolyards into
green assets for
Chicago communities.

We must strengthen regulations at all levels of government to ensure our efforts have lasting impact and meaningful
protections. Water does not respect political jurisdictions, so from city councils to Congress, Openlands advocates
for innovative solutions to protect clean water. We work to improve the water quality of the Chicago River, enhancing
the river’s recreation opportunities and habitats for wildlife like otters and herons. We ensure proper funding
is made available for multi-state projects like the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative and we fight proposals
that would allow polluters to destroy Illinois waterways.

Finally, greater appreciation begins with greater use of our waterways. To get more residents out on
the water, Openlands has launched an online guide for exploring the region’s rivers and lakes. You can
now visit PaddleIllinoisWaterTrails.org to find interactive maps and route information.
Healthier waterways make healthier communities: more Chicagoans enjoy the Riverwalk on summer
afternoons, more families canoe and kayak on water trails, more habitat is protected, and drinking water is
cleaner for everyone. We can no longer take clean water for granted, but supporting this comprehensive,
regional vision ensures the long-term sustainability, protection, and efficient use of our finite, fragile
water resources.

CALUMET LAND CONSERVATION PARTNERSHIP

Openlands is currently developing strategies to enact our comprehensive vision in
the Calumet Region, a truly unique ecosystem stretching along the southern shore
of Lake Michigan and reaching across the Illinois-Indiana border. With the support of
ArcelorMittal and the Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley Foundation, the Calumet
Land Conservation Partnership is looking to accelerate the speed and scale of land
conservation in the region, identifying and prioritizing opportunities to restore
landscapes, spark economic revitalization, and create new parks for communities.
Our goal is to protect the rich natural heritage of the region, enhance appreciation
for its open spaces, and increase citizen advocacy for its longterm care.
SPACE TO GROW

Space to Grow is an innovative program led by Healthy Schools Campaign and
Openlands to transform Chicago schoolyards into vibrant outdoor spaces that
benefit students, community members, and the environment. Space to Grow uses
a unique model that brings together capital funds and leadership from Chicago
Public Schools, the Chicago Department of Water Management, and the

Openlands members
helped convince
Congress to fully fund
an important program
to preserve
the Great Lakes.

Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago. The program receives
national recognition as a model for other cities to leverage public and private partnerships
for a multitude of community benefits. Learn more at www.spacetogrowchicago.org.
PADDLEILLINOISWATERTRAILS.ORG

PaddleIllinoisWaterTrails.org is Openlands’ comprehensive guide for canoeing and
kayaking in the Chicago region. Covering over 500 miles of water trails across 10 of
northeastern Illinois’ waterways, this new guide provides rich information about paddling,
including step-by-step directions along each trail, interactive maps, and in-depth
descriptions of the surrounding areas. Whether it’s your first time paddling or you’re a
seasoned expert, PaddleIllinoisWaterTrails.org has trips and resources for everyone.
PADDLE THE LAKE MICHIGAN WATER TRAIL THIS SUMMER

Join Openlands as we explore the Lake Michigan Water Trail this summer by canoe
and kayak! Families, beginners, and paddlers of all skill level are welcome to attend.
Learn more at PaddleIllinoisWaterTrails.org.

Welcome Openlands Board Members
RYAN McDONOUGH
Ryan McDonough joins the board of Openlands as part of Kellogg’s Board Fellows program. He grew up in
New Fairfield, CT and graduated from the United States Naval Academy with a bachelor’s
degree in political science and a minor in Spanish. He subsequently served eight
years as a Navy Bomb Disposal Officer based in San Diego, CA and Virginia Beach,
VA. Ryan has deployed multiple times overseas, leading teams of explosive
specialists in Afghanistan and throughout the Middle East. In his spare time,
Ryan enjoys hiking, camping, and rock climbing with his wife, Christine, and their
English Cocker Spaniel , Pippa. His favorite spots are the Sierra National Forest
and the Appalachians in western North Carolina. He is currently pursuing an
MBA at Kellogg School of Management at Northwestern University.
I am very interested in the conservation mission of Openlands, particularly nature in an
urban area, says Ryan. We are new to the region, so my wife and I love to explore the city and surrounding
area by walking or cycling. Part of the reason we love to explore in this manner is because it brings together
history and nature and creates connections with the local environment that give us a better appreciation of
where we are. I grew up in Connecticut, and my time in the Navy took me to the east coast, the west coast,
and Florida. Now we will have the opportunity to explore the Midwest and all it has to offer.
Kellogg’s Board Fellows program allows me to take academic learning and apply it in sitting on a board
for 18 months. I hope that during my time I can work on a tangible project that has lasting gains for
Openlands. Maybe a marketing outreach program, to inform the local community of just how much
Openlands has to offer and all of the incredible things it does for the community. One of the things that
drew me to Openlands was the impressive board and staff. I spent time looking at the bios of everybody
on the website and really liked how most everyone noted their favorite outdoor activities and places
to adventure. It was important to me to be part of an organization where people have similar interests.
I’m excited to get involved with Openlands’ mission and connect to the natural environment of the
Chicagoland area.
ROMMEL NOGUERA
Rommel Noguera is a Director at ComEd leading the External Affairs team in the North and West Regions,
where he is responsible for strategic stakeholder relationship management and
outreach to municipalities, local government, and community organizations. He has
broad experience within the electric utility industry including managing regional
electric distribution operations; customer operations; strategy development and
implementation; and organizational effectiveness through programmatic crossfunctional process improvement and change integration. Rommel has a Bachelor
of Science degree in Mechanical Engineering from the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign and a Master of Business Administration from Northwestern
University’s Kellogg School of Management.
I first learned about Openlands about five years ago when ComEd and Openlands
partnered on the Green Region program, recalls Rommel. During that time, I held a much different role at
ComEd, so my awareness of Openlands was at the periphery. My first impression was that it was a very
cool organization: engaging the communities in the preservation of the environment. The Green Region
program, which provides grants for open space projects across northern Illinois, is one of the best partnerships ComEd has made. Forward the clock a few years and now, as a Director of External Affairs, I am
able to get to directly know the communities that benefit from the program, and through that work I was
reintroduced to Openlands. And now, I am very excited to get to be part of the organization.
Ever since we had our son, who is now twelve, I’ve become increasingly sensitive about the world we
are leaving for our next generation. My family and I live in downtown Chicago and my son is a Chicago
Public Schools student. So, I appreciate the Openlands programs that focus in the city like Birds in
my Neighborhood and Space to Grow. I think it’s important to provide our city children with this access
and awareness that they may not otherwise have. Although I’ve been aware about Openlands for a few
years, I’m just starting my formal involvement. The more I’ve learned about the various programs in
Openlands, the more excited I am on both a professional and personal level. I look forward to visiting
some of the landscape preservation projects with my family, like the Openlands Lakeshore Preserve and
Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie.
GLENN REED
Glenn W. Reed recently retired as a Managing Director of The Vanguard Group, the global mutual fund
company. He previously served as Executive Vice President and General Counsel for
HealthMarkets, Inc., a publicly held health and life insurance provider, and began
his career at the Chicago law firm, Gardner, Carton, and Douglas (now Drinker
Biddle), where he was a partner. Glenn is currently a Director at The Pepper
Companies, a commercial construction company, and Old Republic International
Corporation, a property and casualty insurer. Glenn has also been a Director at
Assistive Technology Group, Inc. and The Peoples Bank of Arlington Heights.
He is a Founding Director and Senior Advisor to the Barrington Area Community
Foundation and a member of the Senior Advisory Board of the Barrington Area
Conservation Trust. He resides in Barrington, Illinois with his wife, Barbara.
Openlands feels like a great fit, remarks Glenn. I’ve long admired the work of Openlands from afar
through [longtime Board Member] Jon Hamill, a Barrington neighbor of some thirty years. I owe Jon a
debt of gratitude for the introduction!
Having spent my entire professional career indoors, behind a desk, I try to get outside every chance I get.
I’m an avid trout fisherman, and Barb and I love to hike, ride our bikes, play tennis, and garden. But we
had never been to Hackmatack National Wildlife Refuge, which is only about 20 miles from our home. We
visited recently and had a great day. Openlands can and does play a prominent role in promoting these
special places. Another Openlands program I’m interested in is Birds in my Neighborhood. I grew up in the
near-west Chicago suburbs before my family moved out to Barrington in the late ‘60s. Programs that
connect city youth to the region and nature are vitally important.
I really enjoy spending time on my property in Barrington, taking care of our trees, tending our sometimestoo-big vegetable garden and flower beds. Perhaps my agrarian streak comes from my father, who grew
up on a farm. I am also a diehard apologist for the Midwest and Chicago. Having spent a lot of time in my
career on the East Coast, I know that the beauty of our landscape and biodiversity of our region is one
of our country’s best kept secrets. Maybe it’s time to let that secret out.

Join the Green Legacy Society
FOR 55 YEARS, Openlands has made lasting achievements

in conservation. The stability and strength of Openlands
is thanks to the people who implement the work and the
generous donors who support the organization.
Recently, Openlands received two significant bequests from
members of the Green Legacy Society.

TIM RITCHIE

J. Timothy Ritchie joined the Board of Directors in 1996,
and during his 22 dedicated years, provided leadership and
guidance for many initiatives to protect open space. Tim
served as the Chair of the Development Committee and the
Green Legacy Society, and was passionate about the importance of building the organization’s endowment to ensure
the continued future strength of Openlands.

GEORGE RABB

As the director of Brookfield Zoo for nearly 30 years,
Dr. George Rabb had affiliations with conservation associations worldwide and was a respected spokesman on wildlife
conservation issues. Dr. Rabb’s work at Brookfield Zoo led to
the establishment of the zoo’s Center for the Science of Animal
Care and Welfare and Center for Conservation Leadership.
These remarkable individuals recognized the importance
and impact of Openlands and chose to designate support
for the organization in their estate plans.
The Openlands Green Legacy Society recognizes individuals
such as Dr. Rabb and Tim Ritchie. These legacy gifts are
crucial for the ongoing strength of the organization and will
help protect nature for future generations.
Openlands board member Jo Ann Seagren has accepted
the role as Chair of the Green Legacy Society. Jo Ann is a
member of the Society and feels strongly that planning for the
future makes for good environmental stewardship. We hope
all Openlands supporters will consider joining the Green
Legacy Society to protect open, natural spaces in perpetuity.
To learn more about becoming a member of the Green Legacy
Society, please contact development@openlands.org or
312.863.6273.
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2018 OPENLANDS
ANNUAL LUNCHEON
Thursday, October 18, 2018
Hilton Chicago, 720 S. Michigan Avenue
Reception at 10:30am
Luncheon at Noon
The Openlands Annual Luncheon serves as the largest gathering
of conservation leaders in the Chicago region.
This fall, Openlands will present the 2018 Conservation Leadership
Award to the Comer Family Foundation. The Keynote Speaker will
be Dr. Ingrid “Indy” Burke, Dean of the Yale School of Forestry
and Environmental Studies.

Tree-mendous Tree Stories

For tickets: Openlands.org
For sponsorship opportunities and benefits:
development@openlands.org or 312.863.6263

Visit TREE-STORIES.ORG for a curated collection of stories celebrating
Chicago-area trees — the stature they have in our communities
and memories, the impacts they make on our landscapes and lives.
Be inspired and consider sharing your own tree story.

JOIN US
OPENLANDS RELIES on its

Members to stand up for our region’s
vital land and water ecosystems.
Your contribution, of any amount,
is an important investment
in environmental conservation.
Become a Member of Openlands by
visiting Openlands.org/Membership
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Nippersink Creek in Glacial Park (Hackmatack National Wildlife Refuge), DJ Glisson
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