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The Openlands 2017 Annual Luncheon celebrated the Chicago region’s 
forest, which provides economic services, improves air quality, and beautifies 
neighborhoods and parks. 

At the luncheon, we presented the Conservation Leadership Award to The 
Morton Arboretum and Chicago Region Trees Initiative to recognize their 
leadership in protecting and improving the region’s urban canopy. 

“As a broad collaboration, the Chicago Region Trees Initiative recognizes 
the regional forest as a critical asset that needs our attention, protection, 
and action to ensure that each community forest is healthy and sustainable, 
and resulting in improved quality of life for all people,” declared Gerard T. 
Donnelly, Ph.D., President and CEO of The Morton Arboretum. “Everyone has 
a stake and role to play in planting and protecting trees, and everyone can have 
an impact, even if it’s one tree at a time.”

Nearly 900 volunteers, supporters, elected officials, and representatives of the 
area’s conservation organizations gathered on November 9 to celebrate this 
collective success. The day concluded with a rousing keynote from Ed Collins, 
Director of Land Preservation and Natural Resources at the McHenry County 
Conservation District, encouraging hope in the face of challenges ahead.

“These times try our souls, and how could they not, for the souls of many in 
this room have interwoven deeply with the land itself. But remember that not 
only is a new wave of conservation being born, but an antiquated set of ideas is 
passing away at the same time. The intensity of these struggles erases the old 
paradigms and replaces them with a new reality about what is possible.”

Our community was reminded of our inherent connections to the land and 
that conservation is one of the powerful and positive ideas that we possess as 
a people. “To know land’s joy is to celebrate in the miracle of falling rain and 
thrill to the cranes as they pass overhead tracking north in the bright March 
sunlight.”

Partnerships like these define the unique vision Openlands advances to 
ensure the health and quality of life for our region in a changing climate. 

Thank you to our sponsors who made the Luncheon a success:

Emerald Sponsors

The Negaunee Foundation
Northern Trust

Platinum Sponsors

Allstate Insurance Company
ArcelorMittal
Connie and Tony Bischof
Shaun and Andy Block
ComEd
Jeanine and Andrew McNally, IV
Stantec Consulting Services, Inc.

OPENLANDS  2017 ANNUAL LUNCHEON

You can view the complete Keynote address by visiting:
Openlands.org/The-Openlands-2017-Annual-Luncheon. 

Photos: Chris Murphy

Openlands commits to long-term relationships with our 

Chicago Public School partners, working with students to 

see nature in a school garden, around their neighborhoods, 

and across landscapes. As our expertise in environmental 

education has grown over the years, we have developed new 

programs to help students recognize the nature around them 

and to engage entire school communities in conservation. 

Our Building School Gardens programs, Eco-Explorations, 

Space to Grow, and Birds in my Neighborhood assist teachers 

in developing outdoor curriculum, transform schoolyards 

into lush gardens and safe playgrounds, and foster a culture 

of conservation in these schools. Our education programs will 

continue to evolve, and we will continue to listen, continue 

to engage, and continue to inspire the next generation of 

conservation leaders. 

“No, it’s 
a turkey 
vulture!”

A student points excitedly as a flock of uniden-
tified grassland birds takes flight over Midewin 
National Tallgrass Prairie in Will County. “Did you 
see it? What was it?”
 
It’s a Saturday morning in May and Ms. Cap’s 
third grade class from Peck Elementary is on a 
family field trip as part of their Openlands Birds 
in my Neighborhood® curriculum. And it’s the 
middle of spring migration – one of the best 
times of the year for birding.

The students go back and forth with their field ID 
guides sharing with their parents what they’ve 
spotted on the trails cutting through Midewin. 
Ms. Cap’s class spent their spring learning about 
birds and nature in the classroom, and they had 
already completed two bird walks on school 
grounds and in Chicago’s Marquette Park. 

We’re exploring in two groups – one facilitated 
in English and the other in Spanish so everyone 
can enjoy their day. With more than 50 members 
of the school community here with us, it would 
be easy for a group this large to scare away the 
wildlife.

As part of their classwork, each student has 
researched a bird species common to our region, 
and these budding birders know their birds well 
from how it builds a nest, to recognizing its song, 
to where it looks for food. And most of all, the 
students are now expert birders with a sharp eye 
for spotting birds and showing one another what 
they spy.

“Look over there!” 

“I think it’s 
a red-tailed 

hawk.”
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As our hike continues, the third graders correctly 
identify a tremendous array of birds including 
great blue herons, eastern kingbirds, killdeer, 
blue jays, white-crowned sparrows, song 
sparrows, dickcissel, bobolinks, red-winged 
blackbirds, eastern meadowlarks, a scarlet 
tanager, American goldfinches, and more! 

They see all of these among the expansive 
plains of Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie. 
While still keeping a watchful eye for birds, the 
students spend the day climbing on old military 
bunkers, which dot the landscape of Midewin, 
examining ant hills and wildlife hiding in streams, 
and searching the prairie for the bison herd, 
reintroduced in 2015. 

Walking back to the school bus, a girl tired from 
the day’s hike turns to her mother and beaming 
exclaims, “I had no idea so many types of birds 
even existed!”

Ms. Cap said that the bus ride back and the 
following school day were buzzing with nature 
discussions. Sharing these experiences with 
students furthers our mission to connect the 
residents of the Chicago region to the nature 
around them. By understanding more about 
birds, students forge a critical connection with 
nature as it exists in their own communities.

IN MEMORIAM:   J. TIMOTHY RITCHIE 

“They’re song 
sparrows!

“Look at all 
of those!”

“There are 
so many!”

On August 14, we lost a beloved member of the Openlands community, Tim Ritchie.

J. Timothy Ritchie joined the Openlands Board of Directors in 1996. Through his 22 dedicated 
years, he provided leadership and guidance for many initiatives to protect open space. He 
loyally served on our board in various leadership positions and championed an effort among 
our lifetime partners to make lasting contributions to conservation through the Green Legacy 
Society. We were fortunate to have had him as a steadfast leader and dear friend.

Openlands engages school communities and neighbors to 
create gardens, outdoor classrooms, and a learning curriculum 
based on nature. Many of these schools also participate in field 
trips to the Openlands Lakeshore Preserve and programs like 
Birds in my Neighborhood and Eco-Explorations.

Your tax-deductible contribution will ensure these programs 
remain available – free of charge – to inspire the next 
generation of environmental stewards. Become an Openlands 
member today by visiting www.openlands.org/support

Photo: Space To Grow

Support for Openlands’ Birds in my 
Neighborhood® is generously provided by:
 
Bobolink Foundation
BNSF Railway
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
Dean and Jenny Fischer
Garden Club of Barrington
US Forest Service - International Programs
West Monroe Partners

Program Partner: Audubon Great Lakes



Openlands
25 East Washington, Suite 1650
Chicago, Illinois 60602-1708
Telephone 312.863.6250
openlands.org
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WELCOME NEW BOARD MEMBERS
DINESH GOBURDHUN
currently leads the research team 
at dscout to think about their 
work from as many different 
angles and lenses as possible to 
answer the who, why, and how. 
Former employers include RGA, 
VSA, gravitytank, Continuum, 

and Cheskin. Over the course of his career, Dinesh’s 
work has benefitted clients from IBM and Microsoft, to 
GlaxoSmithKline, Unilever and BMW. Dinesh received 
his Master’s in Design Planning from the Institute of 
Design, Illinois Institute of Technology, and has been 
a lecturer and instructor at his alma mater, at Pratt 
Institute, and at the Haas School of Business, UC 
Berkeley. 

“I first heard about Openlands via a photo exhibit of 
Terry Evans’ work I happened upon in Millennium 
Park some years ago,” Dinesh recalls. “The signage said 
that the exhibit was sponsored by Openlands and gave 
a brief description of the organization’s mission. That 
was the start of years of involvement. 

 “I chose to join the Board because I’m excited about 
Openlands’ future. Though the environment in which 
we work—both natural and political—has become 
incredibly challenging, that challenge pushes us to 
go further, to be more innovative, and to amplify our 
impact. I know that we’ve committed ourselves to rising 
to this challenge and I’m eager to help us fulfill that 
promise. 

“I grew up a city kid, so came to my appreciation of 
nature a bit later in life. Those first years exploring 
the landscapes of the west and California kindled for 
me a deep appreciation for the beauty and diversity of 
the natural world, the richness of experiences we as 
humans can have in nature, and for me personally, the 
true peace and tranquility those experiences bring. I 
can’t imagine how I got along without that when I was 
young. 

“All of Openlands’ larger regional projects—the 
Lakeshore Preserve, Midewin, and Hackmatack—are 
favorite spots to get outside, of course, but we also canoe 
the Skokie Lagoons and the Wisconsin River, hike in 
Kettle-Moraine state parks in Wisconsin and Indiana 
Dunes, and snow shoe in Door County and Sleeping 
Bear Dunes in Michigan, to name just a few. Closer to 
home, Winnemac Park is our neighborhood park in 
Chicago and we’re there all the time.”

MARILYN JACKSON 
is Vice President of Marketing 
and Communications at the 
United Way of Metropolitan 
Chicago where she leads 
marketing and communications 
efforts to increase engagement 
and support of United Way’s 

work in under-resourced neighborhoods. Marilyn 
spent twelve years at two of Chicago’s most venerable 
cultural organizations, the Museum of Science and 
Industry and the Chicago Architecture Foundation 
(CAF). She most recently served as the Vice President of 
Marketing & Audience Strategy at CAF, where she was 
instrumental in building a comprehensive, integrated 
marketing department. Her career blends more than 20 
years of marketing and strategic planning experience 
in both nonprofit and corporate environments. She 
has held management positions at Six Flags Theme 
Parks and the Ameritech Corporation. She holds an 
MBA from Northwestern University’s Kellogg School of 
Management and a BS degree in Biology and Sociology 
from Cornell University.

“I first learned about Openlands when I attended the 
Annual Luncheon three years ago,” recalls Marilyn. “As 
my children are moving on to college, I was looking for 
new volunteer opportunities that were no longer tied to 
my children’s academic institutions. I was also looking 
for a great organization where my skill sets could be an 
asset to the board and the organization. I found both of 
these at Openlands.”

When asked about where she likes to get outside in 
our region, Marilyn says, “I have always been drawn 
to water, so my favorite nature getaways involve lakes, 
rivers, and creeks.

“I grew up in Brooklyn, New York, the epitome of 
a concrete jungle, but I was fortunate to spend my 
summers in either rural Jamaica or at camp in upstate 
New York. In both of those settings, I was able to be 
immersed in nature: star gazing, catching fireflies, 
catching tadpoles, running through tropical storms, and 
walking through the woods, the hills, or the pastures.  
Those are some of my most special memories, and they 
created an appreciation of nature that I still yearn for 
today.” 

JONATHAN COPULSKY 
is Senior Principal at Deloitte 
Consulting. Leadership roles 
at Deloitte have included 
Chief Content Officer, Chief 
Marketing Officer, Chief Brand 
Officer, Chief Digital Officer, 
Chief Corporate Responsibility 

Officer, and Managing Principal for Deloitte’s Customer 
and Marketing Strategy practice. Immediately prior 
to Deloitte, Jonathan was Chief Marketing and Sales 
Officer for CCH Incorporated, a NYSE professional 
publisher. Jonathan’s interest in the intersection of 
brand, marketing, publishing, and technology began as 
a partner at Booz Allen, where he helped build the firm’s 
media, entertainment, and information services practice 
and authored the firm’s frequently cited perspective on 
relationship marketing. Jonathan speaks and writes 
frequently on brand and marketing issues, with over 30 
bylined articles. His critically acclaimed book, Brand 
Resilience, was published by Palgrave Macmillan in 
2011. At Northwestern Kellogg School of Management, 
Jonathan teaches Mastering Marketing Technologies: A 
Managerial Perspective. Jonathan also teaches Customer 
Value Innovation in Medill’s graduate program in 
Integrated Marketing Communications. Jonathan 
graduated Haverford College and is a member of Phi Beta 
Kappa.
 
“I think too much concrete is not good for people’s 
mental and emotional health.  Having the chance 
to connect with the outdoors is good for all of us,” 
says Jonathan. “I’ve been lucky to have had ample 
opportunities to get outside in Chicago because I live 
a block from Crow Island Woods and a Cook County 
Forest Preserve.  I run all year long on the North Branch 
and Green Bay Trails and do my summer marathon 
training on the Des Plaines River Trail.  My favorite 
running  location in the Chicago area is Palos Park, 
which is, by far, the hilliest terrain in this area.  Cook 
County and Lake County have done an absolutely 
terrific job of setting aside land for forest preserves.

“I had the chance to meet a number of Openlands 
board members this summer and was impressed by the 
quality of the board members, but more importantly by 
the enthusiasm they have for the organization and the 
programs that it offers. There’s no better testimony to 
the vitality of an organization than the enthusiasm and 
commitment of people closely involved.
 
“I appreciate the opportunity to help people like me 
who like the outdoors, live in the greater Chicago area, 
and want to connect better to open space. Bringing my 
marketing and communications skills to Openlands 
seems like a good match for me and I am tremendously 
excited about joining the board.”

SUPPORT OPENLANDS
Your year-end contribution will add wind to our 
sails in 2018 as we plant more trees, connect with 
more kids, and advocate for more open space.
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